
Fall 2020 
REMOTE LEARNING PLAN



Mission Statement
The mission of Emerson School is to provide a whole child, multiple method approach to instruction for 
gifted and for academically talented students. Emerson School encourages creativity, problem solving, 
and the development of basic skills, while providing a warm, supportive environment that promotes 
responsibility for oneself and others.

We see this health and schooling challenge as a great opportunity to reinforce and demonstrate our 
school values. Our faculty have worked hard to create opportunities for students to be CREATIVE and 
embrace CURIOSITY. All of us are committed to building, leaning into, and embracing RESILIENCE and 
INTEGRITY throughout this unprecedented scenario. Finally, throughout everything, we will all practice 
EMPATHY for one another, these shifting educational dynamics, and the challenges of remote learning. 

Health & Wellness
We remain committed to supporting our 
students’ and families’ well-being during this 
time. Please take a minute to review our Health 
and Safety Guidelines for returning to in-person 
instruction in the Fall. In addition, we are working 
to design elements to ensure that our students 
participating remotely will still feel the warm and 
caring support of our community, as well as feel 
integrated with their grade level. 

As we adjust to remote learning, we are sensitive 
to the varying needs of our families, as well as 
the developmental challenges of our students. 
Our goal is to maintain the strong relationships 
and community for our students and our families, 
which has guided our structure and pace of 
instruction in the plan outlined in this plan. We 
remain open to feedback from our families and 
students as we progress through the school year.

Inclusion & Community
Emerson is committed to fostering an inclusive 
learning environment, whether online or on 
campus. We want to ensure that all students are 
able to participate fully in our remote learning 
program and encourage you to let us know how 
we can help. Please reach out to your child’s 
homeroom teacher or advisor,  Kelly Vohland 
in the lower school, Andy Zimmer in the middle 
school, or our school councelor Carrie Berkley 
if you have any questions or concerns with your 
child’s or family’s ability to connect and engage 
with this plan. 
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Community Building to Start the Year
We recognize that our students will be returning to school (albeit remotely) amidst an incredibly traumatic 
time in their (and our) lives. Our primary focus as we start the year (and then throughout the year) will 
be to support the social and emotional wellness of our students. Much of the structure for the year 
is based around this prioritization and belief that this wellness is of the utmost importance. We also 
recognize that our success during last Spring’s move to remote learning was significantly aided by the 
strong relationships and community we had built from September up until mid-March. To that end, we are 
looking to find opportunities to bring small groups of students to campus prior to and after the start of 
school to meet their teachers and classmates. ESPO is also working to find opportunities for grade levels 
to build community. More specific information will be coming out as we near the start of the school year. 

Types of Instruction and Learning
Throughout our remote learning, we will be utilizing both synchronous and asynchronous learning 
models. Our plan emphasizes maintaining a rich and rewarding academic program, while also being 
sensitive to the challenges associated with this time. We also want to prioritize social connections 
between students, faculty, families, and the community at large. 

SYNCHRONOUS takes place when an entire class, small groups, or an individual student, meet 
together with their teacher at the same time. We know how important relationships are in learning, 
and these sessions will be used to connect with each other in a meaningful way, provide direct 
instruction, and support students with their work. We acknowledge that the timing of synchronous 
learning may be challenging for many students and families.

ASYNCHRONOUS learning occurs with teacher-to-student and student-to-student interactions, 
but not in real time. It relies on discussion boards (both written and video), email, project work time, 
reading assignments, video clips, or problem sets to name a few. This format provides flexibility for 
the student and family, provides scaffolding to help them to organize their time well, and for lower 
school students, may provide a much needed break from screen time.

Homeroom & Collaborative Learning Communities
For both on-campus and remote learning, we have created three Collaborative Learning Communities 
(CLCs): Y5-1; 2-3; and 4-5. Each CLC includes two specials teachers who will rotate through the three 
CLCs approximately every four weeks, allowing students the opportunity to experience all specials 
over the course of a trimester.  Students in a CLC will have either Art, Music, or Library along with one 
component of our QUEST program (Science, Digital Citizenship, Design Thinking/Engineering), as a part 
of every rotation. Physical education,  world language classes, and grade 4-5 band and orchestra will be 
offered every week, with Spanish in the Y5-1 CLC; French in the 2-3 CLC; and Chinese in the 4-5 CLC.   

Homeroom and specials teachers will collaborate to deliver instruction and facilitate community building 
and social emotional learning components of the program.

Lower School Remote Learning



Live Instruction
Students in the lower school will start their day 
with their homeroom peers with a live “morning 
meeting” via Zoom. Live homeroom lessons 
(whole class, small groups, or possibly one-on-
one sessions) which vary in duration will take 
place over the course of the day. In addition to live 
instruction, time will be allotted in the student’s day 
for practice and work completion (asynchronous 
time). Students will also have their CLC specials, 
PE, world language, and grade 4-5 band and 
orchestra throughout the week, involving both 
synchronous and asynchronous instruction and 
learning. We have striven to schedule specials 
at the same time each day to help students and 
families in their planning.

Attendance
We are expecting students to be present for all scheduled class meetings, as well as complete the work 
assigned for the week. Attendance will be taken at the start of each day, so please ensure that students are 
prepared to demonstrate their engagement at that time. We understand that there may be situations where 
a student is sick, unable to complete the work, or missing from a class meeting (especially our youngest 
students), and we will work to support our students and families. To that end, please email your child’s 
teacher to let them know about any absences. This will be considered an excused absence for that day. 

Learning Spaces  
at Home
Ideally, our students will set up a quiet and 
consistent workspace free of distractions for 
their remote learning. We are sensitive to the 
fact that not everyone will have private space 
and that students may be in situations that 
make it difficult to learn at certain times. As 
always, we are grateful for your partnership 
and communication as we all navigate this 
new landscape together. Let us know how to 
best support your child or your family. We will 
work with students to make sure that they 
feel confident in their learning. 



Weekly Schedule 
We have adapted our schedule to allow for continuity in the day.  Homeroom classes have a specials 
block and a PE/World Languages block within their daily schedule (when scheduling/staffing allowed). 

SAMPLE KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE

SAMPLE 5TH GRADE SCHEDULE

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:30-9:00 Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting
9:00-9:30 Screen break activity time or asynchronous assignment
9:30-10:00

One-on-ones, or math / literacy groups with CLC teachers Homeroom touchbase, work time or 
one-on-one as needed; specials 

sessions outside of CLC, SEL with 
Carrie; parent/teacher communication

10:00-10:30
10:30-11:00
11:00-11:30 Screen break activity time or asynchronous assignment
11:30-12:00 Wrap-up meeting Wrap-up meeting Wrap-up meeting Wrap-up meeting
12:00-12:30 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess

12:30-1:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00-1:30 QUEST-SCIENCE (1) 
LIBRARY (2) 1:00-1:30

QUEST-SCIENCE (2) 
LIBRARY (1) 1:00-1:30

QUEST-SCIENCE (1) 
LIBRARY (2) 1:00-1:30

QUEST-SCIENCE (2) 
LIBRARY (1) 1:00-1:30

Homeroom touchbase, work time or 
one-on-one as needed; optional 

enrichment activities
parent/teacher communication.

1:30-2:15 Screen break activity time or asynchronous assignment
2:15-2:45 PE (1) Spanish (2) PE (2) Spanish (1) PE (1) Spanish (2) PE (2) Spanish (1)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:30-9:00

Morning Homeroom: Morning Meeting, Instruction
Weekly Work Forum (WWF)

9:00-9:30

Homeroom touchbase, work time or 
one-on-one as needed; specials 

sessions outside of CLC, 
parent/teacher communication

9:30-10:00 Snack/Break/Recess/Work Time
10:00-10:30 QUEST or ART/ 

LIBRARY 10:15-11:00
BAND & ORCHESTRA 10:15-11:00, Individual & small group support

10:30-11:00
11:00-11:30 QUEST-or ART 11:15-

12:00
QUEST- or ART 11:

15-12:00
QUEST- or ART 11:15-

12:00
QUEST- or ART 11:15-

12:0011:30-12:00
12:00-12:30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

12:30-1:00 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess
1:00-1:30

Afternoon Homeroom: Instruction, Presentations, Project Work Time, Support Homeroom touchbase, work time or 
one-on-one as needed; optional 

enrichment activities; SEL with Carrie; 
parent/teacher communication

1:30-2:00
2:00-2:30 PE or CHINESE 2:15-2:

45
PE or CHINESE 2:15-

2:45
PE or CHINESE 2:15-

2:45
PE or CHINESE 2:15-2:

452:30-2:45



Technology Use and Zoom Participation 
We will be reminding students of our Acceptable Use Policy (found on pg. 47 in the Family 
Handbook)—with specific emphasis about our expectations for engaging via technology with integrity, 
empathy and dignity. 

Standard platforms and applications:

GOOGLE CLASSROOM - This will be the standard platform for grades Y5-5 remote learning 
environments.

ZOOM - For “live” check-ins, conferences, and similar virtual connections in real time, we will use 
this application. Click here for a student’s guide for Zoom. Students will need to create a free 
account in order to use this service. 

OTHER EXAMPLES of applications used for delivering instruction: Seesaw, GSuite, EdPuzzle, 
SumDog. 

Accessibility of Faculty
Faculty will continue to be available during regularly scheduled school hours, with the exception of 
during their teaching time. Please also know that faculty will respond to emails following our practice 
of responding within 24-48 hours of an initial email. 

Grading
We will continue to utilize our report cards and narrative comments as we have done in the past. We also 
recognize that for some students, the challenges of remote learning and/or the stress around the current 
health crisis may impact their ability to fully demonstrate their understanding.  In such cases, we will work 
directly with the family to best support the student.

Conferences
We will be communicating more 
information regarding our Fall 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
We certainly plan to offer these 
important opportunities to meet with 
and partner with your child(ren)’s 
teachers; however, we are still 
developing the structure for how 
these will take place (most likely via 
Zoom and/or phone call).  

https://www.emerson-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019-2020-Family-Handbook-WEB.pdf
https://cole2.uconline.edu/files/44775764/download?download_frd=1


Community Building to Start the Year
We recognize that our students will be returning to school (albeit remotely) amidst an incredibly traumatic 
time in their (and our) lives. Our primary focus as we start the year (and then throughout the year) will be 
to support the social and emotional wellness of our students. Much of the structure for the year is based 
around this prioritization and belief that this wellness is of the utmost importance. We also recognize that 
our success during last Spring’s move to remote learning was significantly aided by the strong relationships 
and community we had built from September up until mid-March. To that end, we plan to hold in-person 
Community Days (held on campus, outside, and possible at local parks) every Friday until we are restricted 
from doing so (either by weather or by state-level/health department restrictions). We feel that we can safely 
gather outdoors in order to begin this important process of community building. We will be requesting 
that all of our students join us for these days of fun (socially distant and safe) community building, all in 
an effort to ensure that our year starts off on a solid footing of positive and trusting relationships between 
our students and our faculty; however, should a family choose not to send their child to school on these 
Community Days, we would ask them to communicate with us regarding this absence. Due to the nature of 
the activities on these days, we are unable to offer a remote connection for students who are not on campus 
with us. More specific information will be coming out as we near the start of the school year. 

Types of Instruction and Learning
Throughout our remote learning, we will be utilizing both synchronous and asynchronous learning 
models. Our plan emphasizes maintaining a rich and rewarding academic program, while also being 
sensitive to the challenges associated with this time. We also want to prioritize social connections 
between students, faculty, families, and the community at large. 

Synchronous takes place when an entire class, or small groups of a class, meet together at the same 
time. We know how important relationships are in learning, and these sessions will be used primarily to 
connect with each other in a meaningful way, provide direct instruction and to give student support with 
their work. We also know that the timing of this is sometimes challenging for many students and families. 
Faculty are flexible here and will attempt to record/share lessons and lectures as appropriate. 

Asynchronous learning occurs with teacher-to-student and student-to-student interactions, but not in 
real time. It relies on discussion boards (both written and video), email, notes, reading assignments, video 
clips, or problem sets to name a few. This format provides flexibility for the student and tasks them to 
organize their time well.

Expectations for Live Instruction
Each class period will begin with a live, synchronous check-in or opening via Zoom. Students will be 
expected to be present and engaged in this introductory session. These sessions could extend for the 
duration of the class period or be used as an instructional time, with additional (and/or asynchronous 
time) being given for practice and work completion. Students should also expect at least two live advisory 
sessions per week - with similar expectations for participation and engagement.  

Middle School Remote Learning



Attendance
We are expecting students to be present for all scheduled class meetings, as well as complete the work 
assigned for the week. Attendance will be taken at the start of each class, so please ensure that students are 
prepared to demonstrate their engagement at that time (this includes having their video and audio turned on 
in Zoom sessions). There may be situations where a student is sick, unable to complete the work, or missing 
from a class meeting. To that end, please email your child’s teacher and/or advisor to let them know about 
any absences. This will be considered an excused absence for that day. If we do not hear from you, you will 
most likely get an email from the grade level representative, checking in on the well-being of the student. 

Learning Spaces at Home
Ideally, our students will set up a quiet and consistent workspace free of distractions, including personal 
devices (cell phones). We are sensitive to the fact that not everyone will have private space and that 
students may be in situations that make it difficult to learn at certain times, due to having trouble with the 
format/pace of remote learning or needing to take care of younger siblings. As always, we are grateful 
for your partnership and communication as we all navigate this new landscape together. Let us know, or 
encourage your child to let their teachers or advisor know, if they need support or advice in adjusting to 
the format. We will work with students to make sure that they feel confident in their learning. 

Technology Use and Zoom Participation
We will be reminding students of our Acceptable Use Policy (found on pg. 47 in the Family Handbook) - with 
specific emphasis about our expectations for engaging via technology with integrity, empathy and dignity. 

We are also making the following request for Zoom participation:

All students must make an attempt to connect in some form during a Zoom meeting. This should initially 
be via video; however, if video is not possible, students should make a connection via computer audio, 
chat, or email. This will be considered a requirement for “participation” in these scheduled meetings. 

Standard platforms and applications:

GOOGLE CLASSROOM - This will be the 
standard platform for all remote learning 
environments.

GOOGLE CALENDAR - We will continue to use 
Google Calendar as our primary method for 
sharing homework expectations with students.

ZOOM - For “live” check-ins, conferences, and 
similar virtual connections in real time, we will 
use this application. Click here for a student’s 
guide for Zoom. Students will need to create a 
free account in order to use this service. 

RENWEB - We will continue to use Renweb to 
share updates regarding student progress. 

OTHER APPS used for delivering instruction: 
Kahoot!, EdPuzzle, SumDog, Desmos

https://www.emerson-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019-2020-Family-Handbook-WEB.pdf
https://cole2.uconline.edu/files/44775764/download?download_frd=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/files/44775764/download?download_frd=1


Accessibility of Faculty
Faculty will continue to be available during 
regularly scheduled school hours, with the 
exception of during their teaching time. Faculty 
have indicated their availability for students 
and families. Please also know that faculty will 
respond to emails following our practice of 
responding within 24-48 hours of an initial email. 

Electives 
We will be offering a number of electives for 
the first trimester. We are seeking to create 
opportunities for students to interact with a 
broader section of the school (while remote), 
and also collaborate with one another in-person 
on Community Days. These electives will 
continue to be guided by the passions of our 
faculty, as well as what we know is best for our 
adolescent learners—hands-on, project-based, 
interdisciplinary learning opportunities. We plan 
to share these opportunities with students in 
the coming weeks as we prepare for the start of 
the year.  

Weekly Schedule 
Our schedule this Fall will be significantly different than last year. After reflecting on our experience 
in the Spring (2020), we have adapted our schedule to allow for greater depth and time devoted to the 
exploration of topics. Our schedule is now a blended blocked schedule. Students will have one day per 
week (Monday), on which they will connect with each of their classes and teachers. This will give them 
an opportunity to check-in at the start of the week, receive more detailed instructions for what will be 
expected that week, and lay the groundwork for a successful week of remote learning. Over the next four 
days, students will have two blocks in the morning, followed by our usual lunch time rotation classes, 
advisory and an elective block. These morning blocks will be the same on Tuesday and Thursday and 
then alternate on Wednesday and Friday. 

**We are exploring the option of including a Friday Community Day to our schedule. This would allow 
for students and faculty to gather outdoors (weather permitting) and for us to also have longer advisory 
gatherings to support the organizational and social-emotional needs of our students. 



SAMPLE 6TH GRADE SCHEDULE

SAMPLE 7TH GRADE SCHEDULE

SAMPLE 8TH GRADE SCHEDULE

COMMUNITY DAY
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:00-8:20 Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory
8:25-9:05 6A - LA/SS 6A - LA/SS 6A - SCI 6A - FO, PRE 6A - LA/SS
9:10-9:50 6A - LA/SS 6A - LA/SS 6A - SCI 6A - FO, PRE 6A - LA/SS

9:55-10:35 6A - EMERSON 6A - SCI 6A - FO, PRE 6A - LA/SS 6A - SCI
10:40-11:20 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
11:25-12:05 WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG
12:10-12:50 PE INTRO PE INTRO SEL
12:55-1:35 6A - SCI 6A - FO, PRE 6A - LA/SS 6A - LA/SS 6A - FO, PRE

1:40-2:45 ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE

COMMUNITY DAY
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:00-8:20 Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory
8:25-9:05 7A - SCI 7A - ALG 7A - LA/SS 7A - LA/SS 7A - SCI
9:10-9:50 7A - SCI 7A - ALG 7A - LA/SS 7A - LA/SS 7A - ALG

9:55-10:35 7A - ALG 7A - LA/SS 7A - EMERSON 7A - SCI 7A - LA/SS
10:40-11:20 PE DRAMA PE DRAMA SEL
11:25-12:05 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
12:10-12:50 WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG

12:55-1:35 7A - LA/SS 7A - LA/SS 7A - SCI 7A - ALG 7A - LA/SS
1:40-2:45 ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE

COMMUNITY DAY
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:00-8:20 Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory
8:25-9:05 8A - LA 8A - ALG, GEO 8A - SCI 8A - SS 8A - LA
9:10-9:50 8A - LA 8A - ALG, GEO 8A - SCI 8A - SS 8A - ALG, GEO

9:55-10:35 8A - ALG, GEO 8A - SCI 8A - SS 8A - LA 8A - SCI
10:40-11:20 WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG WORLD LANG
11:25-12:05 ART PE ART PE SEL
12:10-12:50 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

12:55-1:35 8A - SCI 8A - SS 8A - LA 8A - ALG, GEO 8A - SS
1:40-2:45 ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE ELECTIVE

**

**

**



Conferences
We will be communicating more information regarding our Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences. We certainly 
plan to offer these important opportunities to meet with and partner with your child(ren)’s teachers; however, 
we are still developing the structure for how these will take place (most likely via Zoom and/or phone call).  

Grading
We will be utilizing a standard practice of grading for this school year. Faculty will be assessing student 
progress using an online gradebook that will be shared via Renweb with students and families. In 
addition, students grades on assignments will be shared via Google Classroom (we have integrated 
both Google Classroom and Renweb, as Google Classroom is only accessible to students, and we want 
families to have access to student progress via Renweb.). Specific expectations and design of grading 
policies will be handled on a teacher-by-teacher basis and communicated at the start of the school year 
via syllabus and/or class announcement. 

CREDIT (CR) - student has completed all assignments, has maintained engagement in class 
program, and shown strong understanding of concepts and skills throughout the trimester

NO CREDIT (NC) - student has not completed all assignments, has not demonstrated enough 
engagement in class program, and/or has not shown understanding of concepts and skills 
throughout the trimester

JOHN HUBER
Head of School

jhuber@emerson-school.org

KELLY VOHLAND
Lower School Director

kvohland@emerson-school.org

ANDY ZIMMER
Middle School Director

azimmer@emerson-school.org

QUESTIONS? Please contact any member of the senior administration:


