
Fall 2020 
HEALTH & SAFETY PLAN



STEP 1
Safe Spaces, 

Safe Practices
Ensure that the physical spaces  

allow for as safe a return as possible  
for our students and employees.

Develop health and safety protocols  
to add additional levels of  
protection to its members.

STEP 2
State Direction

Determine if the state has 
lifted its closure mandate, 

or if local health conditions 
allow for the school 
community to return  

to campus

PLAN A*
For those families ready to 
have their children return to  

the physical campus. 

We will provide on-campus 
instruction for our students, 

with safe practices 
implemented and spaces 

developed.

PLAN B
For those families who  

are not able to, or choose not 
to, have their children return 

to the physical campus. 

We will provide remote 
instruction. More  

information to follow.

PLAN C
We will provide a  

schedule of remote learning, 
containing both daily 

instruction by the teachers 
as well as independent work.  
More information to follow.

IF IN PHASE 4 OF MI SAFE START IF IN PHASE 3 OR LOWER

*This Health & Safety Plan outlines steps we will take for Plan A, for those 
families ready to have their children return to the physical campus.

The Plan



Health Screening
For the safety of the Emerson Community, everyone entering 
the building will be screened for symptoms and will undergo 
temperature checks to be allowed to proceed. 

• We plan for daily symptom screening by parents or caregivers each morning to 
indicate that it is safe to come to school.

• A temperature check will be taken at the curb prior to exiting vehicles.  If found to 
have an elevated temperature (100.4 or higher), access to school will be denied.

• Any student who does not pass screening will remain out of school until they either meet 
CDC criteria for safe return or provide written clearance from their pediatrician.

• Drop-off process may take more time than usual due to the increased attention to 
screening, distancing, and entrance protocols.

Face Covering
Masks will be required of all faculty, staff and students, all day, 
including recess outdoors, except when eating. 

• Please see the CDC guidelines for a description of suitable masks.

• Every family will need to provide masks for students. Fabric designs should be 
appropriate per the dress code in our Family Handbook. 

• Per the governor’s order, masks will need to be washed daily, so it may be wise  
to have more than one at home to accommodate washing.

• Please note: other face coverings, like face shields, are not sufficient and are  
not a suitable substitute for a CDC recommended cloth mask.

• Masks will also be required outdoors when physical distancing is not possible.

The following are the overarching plans developed by Emerson School for Fall 2020, should we be 
in Phase 4 of the MI Safe Start Plan. We will be complying not only with the Required items from 
the MI Safe Schools Roadmap, but also with many of the Strongly Recommended items as well. 
Although this document is fairly detailed, there are still unknowns, and we will need to be flexible as 
state and local governments require. Emerson therefore reserves the right to update this Plan and 
any associated policies at any time.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.emerson-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019-2020-Family-Handbook-WEB.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf


Hand Washing
Students, faculty, and staff will be washing hands at 
minimum intervals of 2-3 hours as well as prior to and 
following eating and recess.

• Soap and water as well as hand sanitizer will be provided throughout  
the building.

• Families are welcome to send a bottle of sanitizer for personal  
use by their students if they wish.

Physical Distancing & Grouping
We will separate students with 6 feet of physical distancing. Students  
and teachers will be grouped into Collaborative Learning Communities.

• We will be using indoor and outdoor spaces creatively to ensure each classroom 
is following six feet of physical distance while still giving all students the  
opportunity to return to campus.

• These communities will contain a set group of students and teachers.

• They will allow for smaller circles of regular contact and for teachers  
to be able to enhance and personalize learning.

• Within these communities, the students will stay in place and the  
teachers will move in an effort to reduce movement and congestion  
in the hallways and minimize opportunities for contact and/or transmission.

Cleaning Procedures
All frequently touched surfaces throughout the school will 
undergo cleaning and disinfection at least every four hours.
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QUESTIONS? Please contact any member of the senior administration:

Illness Response

Additional Health Considerations

A general acknowledgment of risk is assumed as no environment can be 
guaranteed COVID-free. With that in mind we will be following these precautions:

• Anyone who is or becomes symptomatic will be isolated and sent home immediately.

• There will be a designated area for isolation for anyone who is symptomatic.

• The symptomatic individual will remain out of school until they either meet CDC  
criteria for safe return or provide written clearance from their pediatrician.

• In the event of a positive COVID diagnosis in our community, we will follow  
Washtenaw County Health Department direction regarding return to school,  
contact tracing, and extent of school closure.

• All families will be notified of any positive case within the Emerson community  
without identifying the affected individual. 

As we develop these plans and procedures, we are also giving careful thought  
to the following:

• Thoughtful planning for re-entry with social and emotional well-being of students, faculty and staff in mind.

• As a result, there may be differences in arrival/dismissal processes as well as timing of re-entry into the 
school environment at the start of the year.

• There also may be differences from our traditional daily schedule.

• We desire to start school safely without instilling or fueling fear around new procedures and environment.

• Exact drop-off and pickup procedures including direction for parents. We anticipate the need to limit parents 
or visitors being present in the building. 

• Learning materials that may need to be purchased by the family in order to provide for individual use at school 
and/or home.

• At the present time there is no plan to move up the school start date of Tuesday, September 8.

Emerson reserves the right to implement different or additional policies as it deems necessary, and modifications 
will be communicated to the Emerson community in a timely fashion. We will all need to be flexible and patient as 
we face the changing dynamics of COVID-19 in our community and the society as a whole.


