Young Fives
Early Kindergarten Program

Is Young Fives Right For
My Child?
Emerson Young Fives (Y5) recognizes that children are brimming
with natural curiosity. Our curriculum challenges this need to
know and embraces the inexhaustible energies of this age group.
Emerson Y5 students learn to explore, investigate, and ask
questions. Learning becomes an adventure leading to exciting
discoveries that prepare them for Kindergarten at Emerson.

Young Fives is designed for children who:
• Will turn 5 years old between June 1 and December 1
and are developmentally young
• Will benefit from classroom instruction with frequent
movement, learning through play and a focus on
social development
• Are independently potty trained
Young Fives is the first year of a two-year Kindergarten
program. There is an option for full-day or half-day. The
Y5 program follows the regular school calendar.

Benefits of Young Fives
• Guided growth provided by professional educators
experienced in early childhood development

Supporting School
Readiness & Success
• Read to your child every day

• Full-day or half-day programming
• Familiarity with school routine to help build confidence
• An opportunity to start school with same-age children
• A learning environment that emphasizes important
concepts and values, such as respect for self and others
• Opportunity to grow socially, emotionally, physically and
intellectually within a safe, nurturing and welcoming
environment
• Interest-based learning curriculum that deepens children’s
learning through hands-on activities and exploration of
concepts they’re curious about

• Provide activities to strengthen fine motor skills
• Encourage play, discovery, and movement
• Give your child responsibilities at home
• Set firm and consistent guidelines
• Support daily school attendance
• Talk with your child about what he/she is learning
• Encourage independence in self-help skills

THE MISSION OF EMERSON SCHOOL is to provide a whole child, multiple method
approach to instruction for gifted and for academically talented students. Emerson School
encourages creativity, problem solving, and the development of basic skills, while providing
a warm, supportive environment that promotes responsibility for oneself and others.

Frequently Asked Questions
How is Emerson Young Fives different from other
Young Fives Programs?
We offer a supportive, yet challenging environment where
highly skilled and dedicated teaching staff begin to lay the
foundation for a lifetime of learning. At Emerson School, we
provide an environment which is safe, warm and nurturing and
a curriculum that is directed toward developing the “whole”
child. Our Young Fives curriculum is interest-based learning
which engages students by responding to their interests,
strengths and abilities. Students satisfy their insatiable
thirst for knowledge with many hands-on opportunities. The
individual needs of each child are recognized and his/her
special gifts and talents are cultivated and celebrated.

How is Emerson Young Fives different from
Kindergarten at Emerson?
The Young Five and Kindergarten teachers work closely
together to ensure the transition into Kindergarten occurs
smoothly. Young Fives is building the social, emotional,
physical and academic foundation that is needed for the
Kindergarten curriculum. While both programs consider the
“whole” child, Young Fives students begin the year being
encouraged to explore academic topics through play-based
activities and are given more opportunities for movement.

What is the length of the Young Fives school day?
Emerson offers a full-day program, 8:30 am - 2:45 pm, and a  
half-day program from 8:30am -12:00pm.

Will the Young Fives participate in any specials?
Y5 students participate in a variety of specials to ensure a
well-rounded and age appropriate program.

Does Young Fives support children who do not
speak English?
Yes, English learners in Young Fives have the same level of
services as those in Kindergarten.

What grade will children go into after Young Fives?
Young Fives is the first year of a two‐year Kindergarten
experience. Children will go to Kindergarten after completing
Young Fives.

Where do Young Fives eat lunch?
Young Fives will eat snack and lunch in their classroom.

What Will My Child Learn in Young Fives?
Emerson’s Young Fives program is an interest-based learning
curriculum that incorporates math and literacy along with the
development of social and motor skills. Classroom instruction
is designed to provide children an opportunity to learn in a
hands-on, interactive environment.

Social Skills

Literacy

Strong social skills create a warm, caring, respectful classroom
where all children can ask questions, become risk-takers and develop
a love of learning. Strong social skills also prepare students for a
lifetime of healthier interactions with others.

A richly integrated, phonemic awareness program guides children
in listening to and manipulating sound and rhyme. This lays a
solid foundation for learning and loving to read. When Young Fives
students are developmentally ready, they will also participate
in additional activities and strategies to support their reading.
Materials of various reading skill levels are used to enhance the
student’s phonics skills, reading comprehension, vocabulary
growth and love of reading.

Students will:
• Learn strategies to independently solve problems
• Discover the joys of being a classmate
• Develop empathy

Students will practice:

• Understand that everyone has rights that must be respected

• Phonemic awareness

• Learn how to work and play cooperatively

• Rhyming

• Take responsibility for one’s actions

• Identifying upper and lowercase letters

• Ask for help when needed

• Identifying letter sounds

• Learn how to persevere

• Concepts about print, as well as build their skills identifying
sight words, decoding and practice reading
• Expressing self in dramatic play

Math
As Mathematicians, students investigate mathematical ideas
and engage in meaningful, hands-on activities.  

Students will explore:

• Writing using pictures, symbols and phonetic spelling
• Increasing vocabulary
• Recognizing first and last name in print
• Printing first name with an uppercase letter at the
beginning followed by lowercase letters

• 2D and 3D shapes

• Listening and answering questions

• Counting strategies and one-to-one correspondence

• Following directions

• Sets of objects and compare by using more, less, fewer, equal
• Numbers 0-20 and learn to identify and write
• Comparing and sorting objects by attributes
• Patterns by creating and identifying
• Addition and subtraction using concrete objects

Motor Skills
Young Fives students participate in a variety of activities every day
that strengthen fine and gross motor skills. Strong motor skills help
children explore the world around them and helps them become
more independent with life skills.

Students will:
• Strengthen hand muscles through cutting, coloring, drawing,
and painting
• Develop hand-eye coordination
• Show control in jumping, hopping, catching, running, and balancing
• Grip writing utensils correctly using a tripod pencil grasp

